
HOANG CUONG – Composer 

 

Born in Hue, Vietnam, Hoang Cuong is former Director of the Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of 

Music. He studied violin and composition at the Marxim Gorky Institute and the Carl Maria von 

Weber Conservatory in Dresden, Germany and the Tchaikovsky Conservatory of Music in 

Moscow, Russia, and obtained his post-graduate education at the Frederick Chopin Conservatory 

in Warsaw, Poland. 

In 1997 Hoang Cuong was invited to be a jury member of the Louis Spohr International Violin 

Competition in Freiburg, Germany.  

Hoang Cuong taught violin at the Vietnam National School of Music (now Vietnam National 

Academy of Music) for many years. He was promoted to Associate Professor in 1992 and obtained 

the title of People's Teacher in 2010. He has served as Dean of the String Department and 

Orchestral Instrumental Studies at the Ho Chi Minh City Conservatory of Music. 

Hoang Cuong composed a large amount of chamber music and symphonic works as well as 

compositions for piano, violin, viola, cello, trumpet and more than 40 songs with piano or 

orchestral accompaniments. He has received 12 prizes from the Vietnam Musicians’ Association. 

His notable works include "Four-sided Painting", "Rang Chieu", "Sonatine in C", "Memory of a 

River", "Trang Thanh Drum", "Dance", “White Night”, Overture "Century Spring", "Waterfall", 

Concerto for Violin and Oboe, and "Wishes" (performed and published in the USA). 

Hoang Cuong is member of the Vietnam Musicians’ Association and Ho Chi Minh City Music 

Association. In 2017 he was awarded the State Prize of Vietnam. 

 

Serenade for Strings – Hoang Cuong 

 

Serenade for Strings was composed in 2006, at the time of the composer’s retirement. Since the 

work was written in that period of his life, he named it Serenade. The work has five movements 

with a sad, heart-rending Waltz in the middle movement. In this work, Hoang Cuong used a folk-

tune from his childhood: "Little Crane makes tail long longer, the first the second Little Crane get 

paid." Through this work, the composer wanted to send a message that when we are sad, think of 

the childhood’s joys and the sadness will pass. 

Serenade for Strings was written for the Vietnam Composers’ Association, has been accepted but 

not yet staged. Today is the debut of the work. 


