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University of North Texas

Texas Normal College and  Teacher Training Institute (1890–1894)
North Texas Normal College (1894–1901)
North Texas State Normal College (1901–1923)
North Texas State Teachers College (1923–1949)
North Texas State College (1949–1961)
North Texas State University (1961–1988)
University of North Texas (1988-present)



College of Music
1890 — University of North Texas was founded – music as part of the curriculum. 
1939 — North Texas became an associate member of the National Association of Schools of Music
1940 — North Texas became a full member of the National Association of Schools of Music
1941 — The National Association of Schools of Music approved graduate studies in music at North Texas
1950 — The School of Music began offering its first degrees leading to a Doctor of Philosophy in the 
areas of musicology, composition, and theory.
1960 — The oldest existing part of the current Music Building opens, along with Voertman Concert Hall.
1968 — The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board approved degrees leading to a Doctor of 
Musical Arts
1975 — Most of the current Music building opens.
1989 — The School of Music restructured itself as a "College of Music," 



Harp
Teachers

Anna Bukay 1943-1944
Lilian Phillips 1945-1954
Johne Thornberry 1954-1956
--Samuel Milligan
Dorothy Lyman 1956-1959
Julia Louise Herrmann 1959-1964
Janis Grumbles 1964-1865
Renee Sheranian 1966-1967
Charles Kleinsteuber 1967-1982
Dorella Maiorescu 1982-1986
Ellen Ritscher 1986-2005
--Gaye LeBlanc 2005-2006
Jaymee Haefner 2006-present



Anna Bukay Hannaford
(1922-2009)

First harp department at North Texas State Teachers College 

1943-1944

Studied with Carlos Salzedo at Curtis institute

Pledged with Sigma Alfa Iota

Principal harpist with Cincinnati Symphony at 24 years of age

Former harpist with the Philadelphia Symphony before 

coming to Denton











Lilian Phillips 
(1916-2006)
At North Texas State College 1944-1954

Bachelor’s degree from Louisiana State

Master’s from Columbia University

Studied at the Curtis Institute with Salzedo

Also with Pierre James, Alice Chalifoux, and 

Lucile Lawrence

Left UNT for Ball State University
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Dec 1947, Christmas performance



Johne Thornberry
(1933-2018)

1954-1956 at North Texas State College

Married in 1959

Graduated from Oberlin College

Pi Kappa Lambda member





Samuel Milligan

Born in 1932, neal Joplin, Missouri North Texas State College, 

Bachelor Degree majoring in harp performance in 1956

Interim harp teacher, Asked to stay teach for a year after “the harp 

teacher quit abruptly at the end of [his] senior year”

Started MM in musicology with Dr. Helen Hewitt

Moved to NYC in 1957 to work with Lyon & Healy

Best known for his publications for lever harp

Associated with the American Harp Society and the Historical Harp 

Society



Dorothy Lyman Bilderback

1956-1959 at UNT

Studied with Mildred Dilling

Received BS and MS from Juilliard studying with Grandjany

Traveled to France twice to study with Henriette Renie

Married Harold Bilderback whom she met in Texas in 1959

President of the Dallas Harp Society 1969-1971





Julia Louise Herrmann 
(1922-2006)
1959-1964 at UNT

B.M.  from  Oklahoma University in Piano

Moved to Chicago in 1944  to study harp with Marie Ludvig Giordano

Studied at Juilliard with Grandjany

Taught at OU, TWU, SMU, and UNT

Principal harpist with DSO for 25 years from 1953

Founding member and the first president of DHS (1963-1965)

DHS president 1975-1977 and 1989-1991









Janis Grumbles

Shortage October 1965

At UNT 1964-1966

Assistant Professor of Music - Harp, theory

BM University of Texas

MM Cleveland Institute of Music

Student of Salzedo

Before NTSU taught at Stephens College on Colombia, MO





Renee Sheranian Goates

At UNT 1966-1967 

From Greenville, North Carolina

Graduated from Juilliard School of Music

Awarded Fulbright Scholarship to study at Mozarteum in Salzburg

Played with Dallas Symphony 1960-1967

 President of DHS 1965-1967



Charles Kleinsteuber 
(1926-2003)
At NTSU 1967-1982

Graduated from Oberlin and University of Missouri

Studied with Salzedo at the Summer Harp Colony

Taught at Stevens College, Ball State, the Universities of Illinois and 
North TExas, and the National Music Camp at Interlochen

Studio of 13 students

AHS Board of Directors 1969-1975

AHS Chairman of the Board, 1974-1975









Dorella Maiorescu

At North Texas 1982-1986

BM Bucharest Conservatory of Music

 MS, Juilliard School of Music with Grandjany

Doctoral degree at New York University

Member of the New York Harp Ensemble created by Barbara Pniewska (Polish harpist)  and 

Aristid von Wurtzler (Hungarian-American harpist, composer, conductor, pedagogue, organizer of 

the first international harp competition in the USA, creator and leader of the New York Harp 

Ensemble.)















Ellen Ritscher

At UNT 1986-2005

B.M. and M.M. from Boston University

Studied with Lucile Lawrence

1989 AHS concert artist

2000-2005 president of the DHS





Gaye LeBlanc 

2005-2006 Adjunct Faculty at UNT

Bachelor of Music in Harp Performance at UNT with Ellen Ritscher

Masters of Music in Harp Performance at SMU with Susan Pejovich

two summers at the Boston University Tanglewood Institute and five 
summers at the Salzedo School with Alice Chalifoux

Currently an assistant professor of music at University in Oklahoma since 
1998 and principal harpist with Oklahoma City Philharmonic since 1996.



Jaymee Haefner

At UNT 2006-present

BM and MM from the University of Arizona

DM from Indiana University

Chairman of the 2011 AHS Institute 

Treasurer for the World Harp Congress


