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Program Notes

Remember (1925) | Irving Berlin (1888-1989)

| franscribed the Hank Mobley solo for this tune, off of his album "“Soul
Station,” for one of my end of semester juries at UNT. Hank Mobley is one of
my favorite horn players to transcribe because it feels like it translates so well
to the voice. Jo Lawry wrote lyrics to his solo and performed it when she
came to UNT back in 2016 and they were just too good not to learn! 3
choruses of great soloing plus some bitter heartbreak lyrics equals a great
opener!

Lilac (2025) | Margaret Nicholson (b. 2004)

Lilac is an original tune of mine that | wrote in Rosana’s songwriting class last
fall. We were tasked with writing a ‘lyrics first’ song and were asked to use a
metaphor. | compared my 2-year-old niece, Lyla, to a lilac flower, which
symbolizes youth, innocence, and new love. | paired it with a playful Baido
groove to try and encapsulate Lyla's energy. | love that kiddo a lot and she's
been a source of light and joy in my life in the past couple of years.

Growlin’ Dan (1931) | Blanche Calloway (1902-1978)

I'm a huge Cécile McLorin Savant fan and she's one of the most amazing
vocadlists I've ever heard, with such incredible control of her instrument. When
| first heard her version of Growlin’ Dan | was in awe of her fearless nature and
exploration of tone and timbre. This fune has been a challenge of stepping
outside of my comfort zone and getting to try on some new colors and
experiment with my voice like | haven't before. She even growls in her version
which, lucky for you, | will not be doing.

Blame It On My Youth (1934) | Oscar Levant (1906-1972)

This was one of my favorite ballads when | first got into jazz and it's just such a
sweet tune. The lyrics of this tune, although primarily about love, resonate with
me as I've learned, and loved and grown in my fime at UNT. I've learned a
lot about who | am and who | want to become and I've certainly done my
fair share of dumb things in my youth (and will probably continue to do so).
To me, this ballad shares what learning fo grow and love looks like.

Doralice (1945) | Dorival Caymmi (1914-2008), Antonio Almeida (1928-1997)
I've been fortunate to be the vocalist for the Latin Jazz Band and participate
in the Brazilian and Afro-Cuban percussion ensembles while at UNT. I've
learned so much from these ensembles and from José Aponte about
everything under the broad umbrella that is Latin music and wanted to do
something to show what I've learned. This brazilian fune was made popular
by Jodo Gilberto and Stan Getz and I've taken inspiration from their version
and from Luciana Souza. The Portuguese translation tells a lighthearted story
about the reluctancy of falling in love, but ultimately not being able to resist
“Doralice.”

Anywhere, Anything, Anytime (2026) | Margaret Nicholson (b. 2004)

I wanted to write a new original fune for this recital and this one made it! I've
made some sacrifices for music and for what | continued on next page




want to achieve and this music thing is certainly not an easy path. | have a
hard time saying no to things and usually stuff my plate full with trying to do
anything and everything | can, which comes with a price. | have often written
songs about other people, but this one’s about me and figuring out who |
am.

Girls Just Want to Have Fun (1983) | Cydni Lauper (b. 1953)

| grew up with this tune, as I'm sure most of you did, but never quite imagined
that | would one day be playing it. | played a mellow piano and voice version
of it a while back at a few piano bar gigs and realized it would be a great
tune for some reharmonization fun. My version is nice and groovy and has a
little more harmonic flavor, so hopefully Cyndi won't be mad. What better
way to end than with a party tune!




