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Program Notes

This recital celebrates the richness and individuality of Portuguese chamber
music through four landmark works for viola and piano. Spanning much of the
twentieth century, the program fraces a journey from the late-Romantic
lyricism of Luis de Freitas Branco to the refined modernism of Fernando Lopes-
Graca, revealing the distinctive musical voices that shaped Portuguese art
music.

The opening work, Sonatina for Viola and Piano, Op. 19 by Luiz Costa (1879-
1960), was composed in 1949 and dedicated to the great Belgian violist
Francois Broos, who played a crucial role in the development of viola
performance and pedagogy in Portugal. Combining elegance, warmth, and
clarity of expression, the work reflects Costa’s intimate knowledge of the
instrument and his deep connection to the musical life of Porfo.

Following is Cang¢do (Song) for Viola and Piano by Joly Braga Santos (1924-
1988), composed in 1971. A concise but deeply expressive work, it showcases
Braga Santos’s gift for lyrical melody and his ability to create profound emotion
through simplicity and restraint. The viola’'s singing voice becomes the central
expressive element of this intfimate musical meditation.

The program continues with Quatro Pegas em Suite (Four Pieces in Suite) for
Viola and Piano, LG 102 by Fernando Lopes-Graga (1906-1994), writtenin 1978.
Conisisting of four confrasting movements, the suite combines rhythmic vitality,
wit, and poetic reflection, highlighting Lopes-Graga's distinctive musical
language and his enduring contribution to Portuguese cultural identity.

The recital concludes with the Sonata for Viola and Piano by Luis de Freitas
Branco (1890-1955), one of the founding figures of modern Portuguese music.
Rich in harmonic imagination and expressive depth, the sonata reflects the
composer's synthesis of European influences and Portuguese musical
sensibility. Its expansive architecture and emotional breadth make it one of the
most significant works in the Portuguese chamber music repertoire.

Through these four works, the recital o ers an overview of Portuguese musical
creativity across generations, presenting a repertoire that deserves a
prominent place on the international stage.




Biographies
Jorge Alves, Viola

Jorge Alves, a distinguished professor at the Escola Superior de MUsica, Artes e
Espetdculo — Porto, is renowned both nationally and internationally for his
exceptional talent and versatility. As a member of the esteemed Matosinhos
String Quartet, he capftivates audiences with regular performances across
Portugal and abroad, collaborating with renowned musicians and
participating in premieres and recordings of contemporary pieces. The
Quartet's excellence was acknowledged with a nomination as 'Rising Stars' by
the prestigious European Concert Hall Organization.

With a rich performance history spanning numerous countries including Spain,
France, United Kingdom, Switzerland, Belgium, The Netherlands, Germany,
Slovenia, Italy, Brazil, Russia, Thailand, and China, Jorge Alves has left an
indelible mark as a soloist, chamber musician, and orchestral player. He has
been honored with several awards, including first prizes in viola and chamber
music at esteemed competitions such as the Radio National Competition PJM-
RTP in Portugal and the Santa Cecilia International Music Festival in Italy.

Having completed his education in Portugal, Jorge Alves furthered his studies
under the guidance of esteemed mentors Tibor Varga in Sion, Switzerland, and
Bruno Giuranna in Cremona, Italy, supported by a grant from the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation. He is deeply committed to the advancement of
music education and has founded and presides over the Portuguese Viola
Association. Additionally, he has served as the founder President of the
Portuguese Branch of the European String Teachers Association and currently
holds the position of vice president of the Central Board of ESTA International
since 2022.

A passionate educator, Jorge Alves conducts viola and chamber music
masterclasses across Porfugal and internationally, including esteemed
institutions such as the Lemmens Institute in Leuven, Maastricht Conservatory,
Malta Summer Festival, Conservatério de Cosenza, Campus delle Arti in
Bassano Del Grappa, Santa Maria University in Brazil, Antwerp Conservatory,
Petrozavodsk State Conservatory, and Sibelius Academy. Through his
dedication to teaching and performance, Jorge Alves continues to inspire and
enrich the musical community worldwide.




Jodo Lima, Piano

Born in Braga, he began his musical studies at the Calouste Gulbenkian Music
Conservatory under the guidance of Professor Francisco Filza. He graduated
from the Escola Superior de MUsica e Artes do Espetdculo (ESMAE) in the
classes of Fausto Neves and Madalena Soveral, later consolidating his
academic training in Germany at the prestigious Hochschule fUr Musik, Theater
und Medien Hannover, under the tutelage of the renowned Professor Markus
Groh. He was a laureate at the Braga Regional Piano Competition, the Maria
Campina National Piano Competition, and the Young Musicians Prize (Prémio
Jovens MUsicos). A grant holder from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
since 1992, his academic path was also distinguished with the IPP Merit
Scholarship and the Eng. Antdnio de Almeida Foundation Prize.

Throughout his career, he has performed as a collaborative pianist at
prestigious institutions, including the Valentim Moreira de S& Academy of
Music, the University of Minho, the National Conservatory, and the Opera
Studio of Casa da MuUsica. He joined a prominent concert project alongside
Miguel Leite and Maestro Antdnio Victorino d'Aimeida, premiering the latter's
Sonatina for Piano. In 2010, he released his debut solo album under the
Numeérica label, entirely dedicated to the works of composer Eurico Thomaz
de Lima.

Currently, he balances his feaching position at the Calouste Gulbenkian Music
Conservatory in Braga with his role as a collaborative pianist at ESMAE. He
regularly collaborates with leading ensembiles, such as the Casa da MUsica
Symphony Orchestra and the Galicia Symphony Orchestra. Since 2011, he has
been a pianist/accompanist for the Gulbenkian Orchestra, performing under
the direction of internationally renowned conductors such as Lawrence Foster,
Thomas Adeés, Simone Young, Paul McCreesh, Krzysztof Urbanski, Joana
Carneiro, Susana Mdalkki, Lorenzo Viotti, and Pedro Neves.




