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Tachycardia (2014) | Marc Mellits (b. 1966) 
 
Tachycardia is scored for two Alto Saxophones, though it may be played on 
any pair of like or similar instruments.  I have a mild heart condition called 
Atrial Tachycardia, and for as long as I can remember, I have felt my heart 
skip beats.  I was writing Tachycardia during a period when I was actively 
addressing my heart condition, and for the first time, following two 
procedures, my heart stop skipping.  The sensation of feeling my heartbeat 
now in a regular, normal rhythm, was both odd and surreal, but it was also 
inspiring to me to put into sound.  The two instruments represent the two 
halves of a human heart, each containing one atrium and one ventricle.  In 
this short piece, they work together, interlocking and producing a life moving 
force that keeps the sound moving forward.  The music rarely stops or pauses, 
and keeps beating to the end, always in a regular meter.   
  
Tachycardia is the result of an international consortium of 32 Saxophonists.  It 
was one of the quickest forming consortiums I have ever been involved in, 
fully formed in less than 24 hours.  
 
-MM 
 
Ballade for saxophone et orchestra (1938) | Frank Martin (1890-1975) 
 
In 1938 I accepted with great pleasure saxophonist Sigurd Racher’s suggestion 
to write a piece for his instrument and orchestra. The saxophone has played a 
leading role in dance music of a certain period but has rarely been given a 
place of value in symphonic music. I wanted to try to use its specific sound 
characteristics and techniques. In fact, of all the wind instruments, the 
saxophone has the greatest expressive flexibility, which, together with the horn, 
is closest to the human voice, and the extreme volubility of the flute and 
clarinet. Thus, it is most suitable for great lyrical expression and virtuosity. 
 
This encouraged me to write a piece based more on expression than any 
formal element, a piece inspired by romanticism rather than classicism, 
a Ballade in a lyrical, narrative style, to make use of this instrument’s specific 
sounds. 
 
I chose a string orchestra with piano and percussion to accompany and 
support the solo instrument. As the saxophone holds a central place amongst 
the wind instruments, between the brass and woodwind, other wind 
instruments would have more individual sound characteristics and would have 
hindered its independence. The piano and percussion, on the other hand,  
would only help to highlight this singing voice. 
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This is how this Ballade came into being, revealing the saxophone as both 
elegiac and triumphant. Later it became the first of a little series of Ballades 
for various instruments: flute (1939), trombone (1940), piano (1939), cello 
(1949), viola (1972,ed.) 
 
Inventions on Inventions (2026) | Ryan Fillinger (b. 2001) 
 
Inventions on Inventions for alto saxophone and baritone saxophone was 
written for Jordan Calhoun and Trinity Bahng, for their non-degree recital at 
the University of North Texas College of Music on September 26th, 2026. The 
theme of their recital was "novelty", which I wanted to incorporate into the 
piece. 
 
Novelty refers to something that is new or original, like an invention... the light 
bulb, the steam engine or the printing press, for example. An "invention" is also 
a type of short musical form for two voices, made famous by Baroque-era 
composer J. S. Bach with his 15 Inventions (BWV 772-786), which were written 
for his eldest son as instructional material. In the spirit of both the technological 
and the musical innovations throughout history, Inventions on Inventions is 
divided into four short movements, each inspired by the ingenuity of a 
particular historic invention and paired with the styles and conventions of 
Bach's famed two-part inventions. 
 
Inventions on Inventions was premiered on September 26th, 2026 by Jordan 
Calhoun and Trinity Bahng at Recital Hall in Denton, Texas, U.S.A. 
 
 
 
 


