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Back In Your Own Backyard (1928) ................................................... Dave Dreyer 

 (1894-1967) 

Lyrics by Al Jolson, Billy Rose 

 

Royal Garden Blues (1919) ...................................................... Music and lyrics by    

 Clarence Williams (1893-1965), 

Spencer Williams (1889-1965) 

 

Dindi (1959) ........................................................................... Antônio Carlos Jobim 

 (1927-1994) 

  English Lyrics by Ray Gilbert 

 

Up Jumped Spring (1962) ........................................................... Freddie Hubbard 

(1938-2008) 

Lyrics by Abbey Lincoln 

 

Gloomy Sunday/All I Do is Dream of You (1933/1934) ..... Rezső Seress (1899-1968),  

Nacio Herb Brown (1896-1964) 

 Lyrics by Sam Lewis, Arthur Freed 

 

Way Over Yonder (1971) ..................................... Music and Lyrics by Carol King 

 (b. 1942) 

 

Goodnight Sweetheart (1931) ............................................... Music and Lyrics by 

Ray Noble (1903-1978),  

Jimmy Campbell (1903-1967),  

Reg Connelly (1895-1963) 



 

 

Program Notes 

 
Back In Your Own Backyard   
This tune was one that I became familiar with through the guitar transcription assignment in 

Professor Leali’s saxophone perfundies course. After listening to Grant Green’s version, I 

searched for others and stumbled upon recordings from both Billie Holiday and Nancy 

Wilson. I found that the lyrical story is one that most of us can relate to — the opposite 

perspective of the grass being greener on the other side and realizing that where you were 

was exactly where you were supposed to be.   

 

Royal Garden Blues  
Written in 1919, Royal Garden Blues was named after the famed Chicago dance hall, the 

Royal Gardens. The melodic concept of a riff that you’ll hear in this tune is one that laid the 

groundwork for big band music in the years to follow and is an essential piece of jazz history. 

Eventually, the renamed Lincoln Gardens was demolished and no longer exists in Chicago. 

This tune is the namesake and reminder of the importance of great dance halls in this music.  

 

Dindi   
The story behind this famed Jobim song has gotten jumbled with time. Some debate that it 

was named after Brazilian singer Sylvia Telles, who was nicknamed Dindi, and some say that it 

was a shortened name for the hilly farm area entitled, Dirindi, that Jobim would often visit. No 

matter what the story, the melody and lyrics to this are incredibly beautiful. With aspects of 

the arrangement being inspired by Shirley Horn and Betty Carter, I hope this tune transports 

you to your own story.   

 

Up Jumped Spring  
Abbey Lincoln is an incredible jazz vocalist, composer, arranger, and actress – one whom I 

feel is not talked about enough in today’s world. Her incredible feel, bandleading, and 

overall musicianship have impacted me greatly, and though Up Jumped Spring was a 

composition by Freddie Hubbard, Ms. Lincoln wrote the lyrics to the tune, and I wanted to 

pay homage to her in some capacity. Go check her out, you won’t be disappointed!   

 

Gloomy Sunday/All I Do Is Dream of You  
Gloomy Sunday was a dramatic song written in the time of the Great Depression and was 

initially coined the Hungarian Suicide Song. It was banned for several years due to the 

supposed deaths it had caused, but  

when new English lyrics were written, they focused more on pining over a lost 

love than life’s sorrows. Paired with All I Do is Dream of You, the story has a fresh, and 

significantly less sorrow-filled, perspective. 

 

Way Over Yonder 
During peak Covid season, I listened to Carole King's album, Tapestry, every single day. Every 

morning I'd get out of bed and the first thing I'd do was go brush my teeth and put on the 

record. It was in an old pile of vinyl in the basement that I had come across, and it became 

a super impactful record reminding me of a certain time in life. I wanted to represent her 

influence in my music in some capacity, and what better way to do that than making it 

swing!  

 

Goodnight Sweetheart   
Lullabies were an essential part of my childhood, shoutout my mom, and ballads that remind 

me of the tenderness of a lullaby are special to me. I felt like this was the only proper ending 

to my time at UNT; like laying down at the end of a long day, a chapter ending, saying 

farewell to a dear friend. A very special three and a half years filled with so many special 

and impactful people, this is my bittersweet goodbye.    


