T
COLLEGE OF MUsSIC

University of North Texas
College of Music

Faculty and Guest Recital | Thursday, September 3, 2024 | 6:30 p.m. |

Paul Voertman Concert Hall

Stations of Mychal
Richard Novak, project conception, tenor
Ames Asbell, viola
Joey M. Martin, piano

Stations of Mychal (20271) coeeeeeeeeeeee e Kevin Salfen
I. Invocation (b.1974)
II.  Family Pictures Libretto by Rick Davis
lIl. At Pennsylvania Station
IV. Ordination
V. Demonsong
VI. Dignity
VII. Alvarado
VIIl. Into the Fire
IX. Vigil
X. Peacemaker (Omagh)

dedicated to Patti Ann and Connor McDonald
XI.  Trans World
dedicated to Keenan Francis Novak
Meditation
Xll. The Last Homily (September 10, 2001)
Xlil. 8:50 a.m., 9/11/01
XIV. Dismissal

*Please hold your applause until the end*
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Program Notes

This project began to take shape in the mind of tenor Richard Novak some
nine years ago, as a way to bring Father Mychal Judge's life — and the
lessons it offers about the power of love, hope, faith, tolerance, courage, and
joy — to the world in the form of a song cycle. The genre includes some of the
greatest works in the vocal repertoire, by composers such as Beethoven,
Schubert, Schumann, Brahms, Mahler, Debussy, Ravel, Schénberg, Britten,
Copland, Argento, and Barber. Contemporary composers have continued
the form’s vitality in a variety of musical styles, including works by Daron
Hagen, Kim D. Sherman, Libby Larsen, John Muriello/David Gompper, Jason
Robert Brown, Sandra Seaton/William Bolcom, Jennifer Higdon, Maria
Schneider, and our own Kevin Salfen among others. As a way of bringing an
individual voice to the stage, of exploring in depth a life, a journey, a set of
preoccupations or a collection of images, the song cycle is perhaps
unequaled in its aptness and malleability.

The process of developing Stations of Mychal began in earnest about seven
years ago, as Rick Novak began to assemble the creative team (composer,
librettist, and performing ensemble) and further developed relationships with
people who were close to Fr. Judge in various ways so that we might learn
about him from people who knew him and witnessed his ministry. Some of
these invaluable connections to Fr. Judge are listed at the end of our
program notes along with other citations of more traditional bibliographic
resources.

The structure of the cycle is inspired by the Christian tradition of the “Stations
of the Cross,” "Way of the Cross,” or “Via Dolorosa” (Way of Suffering/Sorrow),
marking the final passage of Christ to the cross. St. Francis of Assisi's writings
helped codify and popularize the ritual reenactment of the Stations in
churches and cathedrals worldwide. The Stations of the Cross have become
an organizing principle in many art forms from medieval liturgical painting
and drama to musical forms fo modern drama. The structure offers an
opportunity for reflection and contemplation of each step as well as a ritual,
ceremonial template for forward motion as in a narrative.

Our song cycle does not literally recreate the Passion of Christ, but the form
resonates with aspects of Mychal Judge's life that have been called Christlike
by numerous commentators, and gives a sense of “*deep structure” to his
journey, as each Station allows us to pause along the way for reflection and
emotional expression — actions for which the human voice raised in song is
parficularly apf.

We thank you for being part of this journey and look forward to your
responses to Stations of Mychal




Special Notes

The Franciscan robe worn by Richard Novak belonged to Fr. Benedict Taylor,
OFT. FR. Ben was a dear friend of Mychal’'s and was a professed Franciscan
for 66 years/ priest for 60 years. We met Fr. Ben via Zoom, and he was thrilled
about Stations of Mychal. Fr. Ben passed away on January 8, 2021. Thank
you, Fr. Ben, for your life, ministry, and kindness. “Until we meet again, may
God hold you in the palm of His hand.”

The stole worn by Richard Novak is a replica of the stole Mychal Judge wore
at the Mass on September 10, 2001. He would like to thank his wonderful
mother, Ellen Novak, for making the stole.

The FDNY Bunker Coat and helmet worn by Richard Novak belongs to FDNY
Fire Chapilain, Fr. Chris Keenan, OFM.

Find the full aloum of Stations of Mychal on Centaur, as a CD and available
through all major streaming services.




