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Texts & Translations

DIES IRAE, Lukds
Text from the Requiem Mass

Dies irae, dies illa,
Solvet saeclum in favilla:
Teste David cum Sibylla.

Quantus tremor est futurus,
Quando judex est venturus,
Cuncta stricte discussurus!

Tuba mirum spargens sonum

Per sepulchra regionum,
Coget omnes ante thronum.

ROCKIN’ JERUSALEM, Thomas
Text by the composer

| hear rockin in the land!

The day of wrath, that day,

will dissolve the world in ashes:

[this is] the testimony of David along
with the Sibyl*

How great will be the quaking,
when the judge is about to come,
strictly investigating all things!

The trumpet, scattering a wondrous
sound

through the sepulchres of the regions,
Will summon all before the throne.

*a sibyl was a Roman oracle

Rockin in the land and ringin dem bells,
| know Oh my Lord, there’s rockin in the land,
Rockin in the land and ringin dem bells.

| know archangels ring dem bells,

Oh I hear dem ringin for they are rockin Jerusalem,

Oh Mary, Oh Martha,
Oh Mary ring dem bells!
| hear archangels ringin dem bells!

Church gettin higher, Jerusalem

Ring dem bells!

Don’t you hear the bells a-ringin?
Don't you hear dem ringin dem bells!




STRIVING AFTER GOD, Smith Moore
Text by Michelangelo

True art is made noble and religious by the mind producing it.

For those who feel it, nothing makes the soul so religious and pure as the
endeavor to create something perfect.

For God is perfection,

And whoever strives after perfection is striving after God.

SWEET RIVERS, Kirchner
Text by John Adam Granade, adapt. Kirchner

Sweet rivers of redeeming love lie just before mine eyes;

Had | the pinions of a dove, I'd fo those rivers fly.

I'd rise superior to my pain, with joy outstrip the wind;

I'd cross o'er Jordan's stormy waves and leave the world behind.
A few more days, or years at most, my froubles will be o’er;

| hope to join the heavenly host on Canaan’s happy shore.

My rapt’rous soul shall drink and feast in love’s unbounded seaq,
The glorious hope of endless rest is ravishing to me.

O! Come, my Savior, come away, and bear me through the sky,
Nor let thy chariot wheels delay, but quickly draw thou nigh.
Then | shall join the angel throng and circle ‘round thy throne;

I'll sing through the ages long, and joy fo be thine own.

VINCENT'S SKY, Runestad
1. Olive Trees
Text by Walt Whitman, adapt. Runestad

Shine!
Pour down your warmth, great sun!

Shot gold, maroon and violet, dazzling silver, emerald, fawn, the earth’s
whole amplitude consigned to colors; pure luminous color fighting the silent
shadows to the lost.

Prepare my lengthening shadows, prepare my starry nights.

continued on following page




2. Whedffield with Crows
Text by Vincent van Gogh & Walt Whitman, adapt. Runestad
(Van Gogh text in italics)

The whole of nature is so indescribably beautiful.

I never tire of the blue sky. Pure luminous color.

This infinite earth, that infinite sky.

My life is under attack at the very root.

I have set to work again, although the brush is nearly falling from my hands. |
have painted three more large canvases—they are vast stretches of wheat
under troubled skies—and | didn’t have to try very hard in order to express
sadness and extreme loneliness.

Ime semble absurde que les hommes veuillent paraitre aufre chose que ce
qul'ils sont.*

Un soleil dans la téte et un orage dans le cceur.**

Wild, wild the storm, and the sea high running,

Steady the roar of the gale, with incessant undertone muttering, Shouts of
demonic laughter fitfully piercing and pealing, Waves, air, midnight, their
savagest trinity lashing.

*"It seems absurd to me that men want to appear something other than
what they are.”

**"A sun in the head and a storm in the heart.”

3. The Starry Night

Text by Walt Whitman, adapt. Runestad

| hear you whispering there, O stars of heaven.

Up through the darkness, the ravening clouds shall not long be victorious.

The stars are immortal, they shall shine out again. They will endure.
The vast immortal suns, and long-enduring moons, shall shine again.

And over all, the sky—the sky! far out of reach, breaking out, the eternal stars.

My lengthening shadows...my starry nights.
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