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Program Notes 
from the score 

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee 

before him. As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as 

wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

– Psalm 67 (LXX)/68 (trans. KJV)  

And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and 

anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came 

unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among 

themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of 

the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled 

away: for it was very great. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young 

man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were 

affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen – The Gospel According to Mark – 16: 

1-6 (trans. KJV)  

And the blessed news spread throughout the world, and those who hated him 

fled from before him, disappearing like smoke. 

“Christ is risen from the dead!,” sing the angelic choirs in heaven, with the 

Cherubim and Seraphim. 

“Christ is risen from the dead!,” sing the clergy in the Orthodox temples, amidst 

the smoke of the incense, the light of countless candles, and the ringing of 

bells. – Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (trans. D. Stokes)  

 

Texts and Translations 

The Paschal Verses and Troparion 

Стих: Да воскре́снет Бо́г, 

и расточа́тся врази́ Его́,  

и да бежа́т от Лица́ 

Его ́ ненави́дящии Его ́.  

Припев: Христо́с воскре́се из ме́

ртвых, сме́ртию сме́рть попра́в, 

и су́щым во гробе ́х  

живо ́т дарова́в.  

Стих:Я́ко исчеза́ет ды́м, 

да исче ́знут, 

я́ко та́ет во́ск от лица́ огня́.   

Припев: Христо́с воскре́се ...  

Стих: Та́ко да поги́бнут гре ́шницы 

от Лица́ Бо́жия, 

а пра́ведницы да возвеселя ́тся.   

Verse: Let God arise, and let his 

enemies be scattered.  

Let them that hate Him flee from 

before His face.  

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, 

trampling down death by death, 

and upon those in the tombs 

bestowing life.  

Verse: As smoke vanishes  

so let them vanish;  

as wax melts before fire.  

Refrain: Christ is risen…  

Verse: So the sinners will perish 

before the Face of God; but let the 

righteous be glad.  
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Припев: Христо́с воскре́се ...  

Стих:Се́й де ́нь его́же сотвори́ Гос

по ́дь, возра́дуемся и возвесели́м

ся во́нь.   

Припев: Христо́с воскре́се ...  

Стих:Слава Отцу и Сыну и 

Святому Духу  

Припев: Христо́с воскре́се ...  

Стих: И ныне и присно и во веки 

веков, аминь.  

Припев: Христо́с воскре́се ...  

Христо́с воскре́се из ме́ртвых, с

ме ́ртию сме́рть попра ́в.  

И су́щым во гробе ́х  

живо ́т дарова́в.  

Refrain: Christ is risen…  

Verse: This is the day which the Lord 

has made; let us rejoice, and be 

glad in it.  

Refrain: Christ is risen…  

Verse: Glory to the Father and to the 

Son and to the Holy Spirit.  

Refrain: Christ is risen…  

Verse: Now and ever and unto ages 

of ages. Amen.  

Refrain: Christ is risen…  

Christ is risen from the dead, 

trampling down death by death.  

And Upon those in the tombs 

bestowing life.   

 

 

 

 

Refrain 4 from the 9th Ode of the Paschal Canon: “The Angel Cried”  

 

А́нгел вопия́ше  

Благода ́тней:  

Чи́стая Де ́во, ра́дуйся!  

И па́ки реку́: ра́дуйся!  

Твой Сын воскре́се  

тридне ́вен от гро́ба,  

и ме ́ртвыя воздви́гнувый:  

лю́дие, весели́теся.  

The Angel cried to  

the lady full of grace:  

rejoice, O Pure Virgin!  

Again I say: rejoice!  

Your Son is risen from His three days  

in the tomb; with Himself,  

He has raised all the dead:  

Rejoice, O ye people. 

 

  



 

 

Biography 

Dax Anthony Stokes is an American orchestral conductor with more than two 

decades of experience leading orchestral, operatic, and large-scale 

ensemble performances across the United States and internationally. He has 

served as Music Director of the Chamber Orchestra of Denton and currently 

holds the post of Music Director of the St. Kassiani Chorale, 

while maintaining an active orchestral guest conducting schedule.  

Recent orchestral engagements include guest conducting appearances with 

the North Texas Symphony Orchestra, The Pops Orchestra of Bradenton and 

Sarasota, and the McHenry County College Wind Ensemble, in addition to his 

role as a student conductor with the University of North Texas Concert 

Orchestra.  

His work is marked by rehearsal efficiency, stylistic clarity, and a repertoire-

driven approach that supports both artistic depth and audience 

engagement.  

Stokes’s musical background spans orchestral, operatic, and choral traditions, 

including international conducting experience in Russia, where he has led 

professional choirs in Moscow and participated in advanced conducting 

studies at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory. This breadth informs a podium style 

grounded in structural precision, vocal awareness, and long-range musical 

architecture.  

He is completing the Doctor of Musical Arts in Orchestral Conducting at 

the University of North Texas, where his principal teachers have included 

Anshel Brusilow, Clay Couturiaux, and Stephen Dubberly. In addition to his 

conducting career, he is active as an educator and clinician, regularly invited 

to lead workshops and masterclasses throughout the United States.  
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