
 

University of North Texas 

College of Music 

 

Program two hundred nineteen of the 2025–2026 season 

Photography and videography are prohibited 
 

Senior Recital | Wednesday, November 19, 2025 | 8:00 p.m. | Lab West 
 

Davis Underwood, jazz guitar 

Anya Hollingsworth, jazz violin 
 

Crosstown Drive (2025) .............................................................. Davis Underwood 

 (b. 2000) 

 

 

Beautiful Love (1931) ...................................................... Wayne King (1901–1984),  

 Egbert Van Alstein (1878–1951), Victor Young (1900–1956) 

arr. Davis Underwood 

 

 

Stablemates (1951) ........................................................................... Benny Golson 

 (1929–2025) 

arr. Davis Underwood 

 

 

Adelaide (2024) .......................................................................... Davis Underwood 

 

 

Sideline (c. 2017) ................................................................................... Niia Bertino 

 (b. 1988) 

arr. Anya Hollingsworth 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer (1935) ........................................................... Albert Hay Malotte 

 (1895–1964) 

arr. Davis Underwood 

 

 

Yes, God Is Real (1944) ................................................................... Kenneth Morris 

 (1917–1989) 

arr. Anya Hollingsworth 
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Program Notes 

Crosstown Drive  

Before we had programmed any other music for this recital, I knew I wanted 

our set to take off at a running start, and decided to take this as an opportunity 

to write a song that spoke to some of my favorite funk and fusion recordings. 

Crosstown Drive was a chance for me to explore the grooves and harmony of 

several musical heroes of mine, such as the Brecker Brothers, Cory Wong, Tower 

of Power, and Prince, among others. I hope in it you’ll hear not only echoes of 

music that has meant so much to me, but my own voice as well. I also hope it 

makes you want to get up and dance! ~Davis  

 

Beautiful Love  

Beautiful Love is one of my favorite jazz standards. The first time I was 

introduced to it was during my time with my jazz chamber group. I particularly 

love the version sung by Anita O’Day on her 1955 album, “Anita”. We hope 

that our take on Beautiful Love resonates with you. ~Anya  

 

Stablemates  

When deciding on what pieces of repertoire to pull from the vast canon of jazz 

standards, I pretty quickly decided I wanted to play a song by the incredible 

Benny Golson, one the great jazz composers. I first played this tune during my 

first semester at UNT with the Super 400 guitar ensemble, and when it came 

time to solo, I folded like clean laundry. I couldn’t wrap my head around the 

changes or the extra-long A-section that suddenly switches to a Latin style, and 

there was no faking my way through it. I will always appreciate being humbled 

by this tune, and had a wonderful time arranging it for this recital. Hopefully I 

play it just a bit better now. ~Davis  

 

Adelaide  

Fully unpacking the impact video game music has had on me would overflow 

this program, but I can confidently say being introduced to jazz harmony and 

a plethora of musical styles across jazz, Latin, and pop music through video 

games had a profound impression on me from a young age. I wrote Adelaide 

as a tribute to some of my favorite video game and film composers, and tried 

to capture the contemplative moods and nostalgic melodies of the works of 

Kazumi Totaka, Junichi Masuda, and Joe Hisashi. I want to thank Dr. Brian 

Lawrence for encouraging me to continue working on this song and arrange 

it for big band earlier this year, and Dr. Davy Mooney for sharing with me his 

wellspring of wisdom as a songwriter to refine Adelaide into what you will hear 

this evening. ~Davis  

  



 

 

Sideline 

I first encountered this song when picking a set list for New Orleans Jazzfest in 

8th or 9th grade. My favorite version and the one I transcribed features Jazmine 

Sullivan. I absolutely love and feel the groove when I walk around UNT with 

particular attitude that only a good song can give. ~Anya 

 

The Lord’s Prayer /Yes, God Is Real 

“I like Jesus, you like Jesus… wanna do a hymn?” That question during our first 

meeting led to The Lord’s Prayer by Albert Hay Malotte, a beautiful solo guitar 

piece from Davis, and Yes, God Is Real, by Kenneth Morris, a Gospel hymn I 

enjoy hearing and playing at the church where I grew up. I am blessed to have 

a supportive community in New Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. ~Anya. 


