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Rhythms and Dances of Africa
featuring

6:30 p.m.

Beginner African Percussion Ensemble *
Advanced African Percussion Ensemble A
students of African Music and Movement ~

and guest dancers +

AZOGDO Nt e Traditional Ewe
Musical Interlude

Bamaya * A+ Traditional Dagbamba (Dagomba)
Music and Dance

KIDEGISU /A ettt ettt ettt e e e e Traditional Ewe
Musical Interlude

(€70 | T TR Traditional Ewe
Music and Dance

SEKYI N ettt et e et e e e b e e e enaaeas Traditional Akan
Musical Interlude

-INTERMISSION-

GO O ® et Traditional Ewe
Music and Dance from Kabre in Benin

Dagbamba Medley * A ~. e Traditional Dagbamba (Dagomba)
Musical Interlude

TOKOE * F oot Traditional Ewe
Music and Dance

[T (e | TR A TSRS Traditional Ewe

Musical Interlude

KRONIOGO A ~ ettt e e
Music and Dance

Neotraditional Ga
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Biographies

Professor Torgbui Midawo Gideon Foli Alorwoyie is a professor of percussion with
nearly three decades of service to the UNT College of Music. Alorwoyie is from Anlo-
Afiadenyigba in the Volta Region of Ghana, West Africa. He serves as both a
Paramount Chief (forgbui) and a high priest (midawo) in addition to being the top
expert in Ewe traditional performance practices in both his community and the
greater global Ewe community. Alorwoyie has been a central pillar of African
drumming and dance since the 1960s, starting at the Institute of Art and Culture in
Accra in 1964 before coming to the Department of African Studies at the University
of Ghanain 1967. He soon became the chief master drummer of Ghana's national
dance company, the Ghana Dance Ensemble, where he toured over a dozen
countries across the world. He has worked with notable ethnomusicologist scholars
like John Chernoff and David Locke and even taught Steve Reich private Ewe drum
lessons, which directly inspired Reich’s famous minimalist composition “Drumming”
(1971). Alorwoyie has taught across the US since the 1970s, including SUNY
Brockport, the American Conservatory of Music and the Old Town School of Folk
Music in Chicago, and numerous schools and colleges around Lexington, Kentucky.
Recent performances with his Afrikania Cultural Troupe include headlining the
Sacrum Profanum 2017 festival in Krakow (Poland), performing for cultural displays
in Lexington (2022, 2024, 2025), and for Michigan State University’s Diversity Cultural
Celebration (2024).

Memunatu Gariba Alorwoyie is an accomplished practitioner of African dance
who served as the principal dancer of Ghana's national dance company, the
Ghana Dance Ensemble, during her time with the ensemble from 1992 to 2002.
Alorwoyie has been teaching African dance at Texas Woman's University since
2023, revitalizing their African dance program. She is the principal dancer of the
Afrikania Cultural Troupe, headlining the Sacrum Profanum 2017 festival in Krakow
(Poland), performing for cultural displays in Lexington (2022, 2024), and for Michigan
State University's Diversity Cultural Celebration (2024).

Ensemble Personnel
Gideon Alorwoyie, director | Nate Ash-Morgan, assistant director
Memunatu Alorwoyie, Gloria Alorwoyie, and Bernadette Forte, guest dancers
African Music and Movement

Wesley Arnold | Ubaldo Garcia | Steven Gordon
Doryann Mueller | Jolee Scaife | Ayren Wilson

Beginner African Percussion Ensemble
Luca Colaruotolo | Chris Curtis | Qaimdad Hunzai
Brandon Moore | Chloe Purkrabek | Kees Quortrup
Mary Rumsey | John Sabino | Cullen Seki
Nico Strichartz | Henry Vaughan | Jack Williams

Advanced African Percussion Ensemble
Levi Christopherson | Henry Duff | Rune Hale
Hanna Le | Zachary Reynolds | Caleb Thornton




