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Aprile (1882) ......................................................................... Francesco Paolo Tosti 
 (1846–1916) 

Text by Rocco Emanuele Pagliara 

Ideale (1882) ........................................................................ Francesco Paolo Tosti 
 Text by Carmelo Errico 

Malìa (1887) ......................................................................... Francesco Paolo Tosti 
 Text by Rocco Emanuele Pagliara 

L'ultima canzone (1905) ...................................................... Francesco Paolo Tosti 
 Text by Francesco Cimmino 

 
 
 
 

Avant de quitter ces lieux, from Faust (1859) ............................ Charles Gounod 
 (1818–1893) 

Libretto by Jules Barbier 
 
 
 
 

Mein Sehnen, mein Wähnen, 
from Die tote stadt (1920).............................................. Erich Wolfgang Korngold 

 (1897–1957) 
Libretto by Paul Schott 
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from Letters from Lincoln (2009) ............................................. Michael Daugherty 
V. Letter to Mrs. Bixby (b. 1954) 

Text from letter written by Abraham Lincoln 
 
 
 
 

Bei Männern, welche Liebe fühlen, 
from Die Zauberflöte (1791) ..................................... Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 (1756–1791) 
Libretto by Emanuel Schikaneder 

Kayla Flores, soprano 
 
 
 
 

El majo olvidado (1913) ............................................................ Enrique Granados 
 (1867–1916) 

Text by Fernando Periquet 
 
 
 
 

Ya no me quieres (n.d.) ..................................... Music and text by Maria Grever 
 (1885–1951) 

 
 
 
 

Mi Sueño (arr. 1914) ................................................................................ Traditional 
 arr. Edward Kilenyi 

(1884–1968) 
Text from Mexican folk poetry 

 
 
 
 

‘Til I Hear you Sing, from Love Never Dies (2010) ............. Andrew Lloyd Webber 
 (b. 1948) 

Lyrics by Glenn Slater 



 

 

About the Composers 

Francesco Paolo Tosti (1846–1916) 
An Italian composer best known for his art songs and salon romances, which 
became immensely popular in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. After studying in Naples, he built his career in Rome and later in 
London, where he was appointed singing master to the royal family and 
eventually knighted for his contributions to music. Tosti’s songs are admired for 
their graceful melodies, lyrical charm, and emotional immediacy, often 
balancing Italian passion with refined elegance. His works—such as “Ideale” 
and “Goodbye!”—were beloved by singers across Europe and America, 
making him one of the most widely performed song composers of his era.  

Charles Gounod (1818–1893) 
A French composer whose lyrical gift and dramatic instinct made him one of 
the most influential figures in nineteenth-century French music. Best 
remembered today for his opera Faust and the much-loved Ave Maria (based 
on Bach’s Prelude in C major), Gounod also composed a rich body of songs 
that reflect the elegance and charm of the French mélodie.In his songs, one 
hears a balance of Romantic warmth and classical clarity, hallmarks of 
Gounod’s distinctive style.  

Enrich Wolfgang Korngold (1897–1957) 
A prodigy of early twentieth-century Vienna, and composed in his youth as the 
successor to Mozart. His early operas and chamber works revealed a lush 
Romantic voice, blending sweeping melodies with intricate harmonies. Forced 
to flee Austria during the rise of Nazism, Korngold emigrated to the United 
States, where he became a pioneering composer of Hollywood film music, 
winning two Academy Awards. Even in his film scores, his music retained the 
depth and sophistication of his concert works. Korngold’s songs, though fewer 
in number, showcase his gift for lyricism and emotional immediacy, bridging 
the worlds of late Romanticism and the silver screen.  

Michael Daugherty (b. 1954) 
An American composer celebrated for his inventive blending of classical 
traditions with elements of popular culture. A longtime professor of composition 
at the University of Michigan, he has received numerous awards, including 
multiple Grammy Awards for his symphonic and chamber works. In his vocal 
music, Daugherty brings the same energy and vivid character, pairing 
expressive text settings with a colorful, modern harmonic language that 
connects with both performers and audiences.  
  



 

 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
One of the most extraordinary figures in Western music history, admired for his 
ability to unite technical mastery with expressive beauty. A child prodigy who 
composed and performed across Europe, Mozart left behind an astonishing 
body of work that spans nearly every genre—opera, symphony, chamber 
music, and song. His vocal music in particular demonstrates a deep sensitivity 
to text, seamlessly blending melodic elegance with dramatic nuance. In his 
songs, as in his operas, Mozart’s gift for clarity, balance, and emotional 
immediacy shines, making his music as compelling to modern audiences as it 
was in the eighteenth century.  

Enrique Granados (1867–1916) 
A Spanish pianist and composer whose music embodies the lyrical warmth and 
expressive intensity of late Romanticism infused with Spanish folk traditions. Best 
known for his piano suite Goyescas, inspired by the paintings of Francisco 
Goya, Granados captured both the elegance and passion of his homeland in 
richly colored harmonies and flowing melodies. Granados’s life was tragically 
cut short when he died in a shipwreck during World War I, yet his works remain 
an enduring voice of Spanish musical identity.  

Maria Grever (1885–1951) 
Mexican composer and songwriter, widely recognized as the first female 
Mexican composer to achieve international acclaim. Trained in Europe and 
later active in the United States, she combined classical technique with the 
melodic richness of Mexican song traditions. Grever wrote over 800 works, 
including film scores and popular songs, many of which were recorded by 
celebrated artists. Grever’s music bridges cultural boundaries, leaving a lasting 
legacy in both the classical and popular spheres.  

Andrew Lloyd Webber (b. 1948) 
One of the most successful and influential composers of musical theatre in the 
modern era. Over a career spanning more than five decades, he has created 
some of the most iconic stage works of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, 
including Jesus Christ Superstar, Evita, Cats, The Phantom of the Opera, and 
Sunset Boulevard. Lloyd Webber’s works have reached global audiences, 
shaping the sound of modern musical theatre and securing his legacy as a 
central figure in the genre. 

  



 

 

Benjamin Bassett is a Baritone from Katy, Texas entering his senior year of his 
undergrad and is currently studying with William Joyner. In spring of 2023, Ben 
received 2nd place in the DWF NATS classical music competition, and 
received 5th place in the Musical Theater category. This is Ben’s 3rd season 
with the University of North Texas Opera and has performed roles with them 
such as Frank (Die Fledermaus), Le Surindentent (Cendrillon), Crebillon (La 
Rondine), and has also been in the chorus for these shows along with (Cosi fan 
Tutte). Ben has also performed in the chorus in (La Boheme) with the Fort Worth 
Opera and performed a full staged cover run as Don Giovanni with Music On 
Site Inc. in Kansas. Ben is also in his 2nd year in the University of North Texas A 
Capella choir. For the 2025-2026 season, Ben will be performing Simone (Gianni 
Schicchi) and chorus and Boss (That Hellbound Train). Ben wants to thank his 
family for their support and William Joyner for all that he does for him. 


