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Armenia has a rich musical history rooted in sacred music and folk songs that 
have evolved through the 20th century, influenced by Western music. While 
composers like Aram Khachaturian and Komitas have helped bring Armenia’s 
music to the global stage, many other composers remain lesser-known or are 
seldom performed outside the country. Armenian music is less frequently 
discussed in the United States than other world music; studying contemporary 
composers will help diversify artistic conversations. 

This document aims to analyze three works composed in the 21st century by 
Armenian composers and equip contemporary performers with the requisite 
skills and knowledge to perform these pieces properly. Specifically, it argues 
that standard duduk performance techniques are found throughout these 
works. Recognizing these techniques will help players perform Armenian music 
more accurately, as playing the duduk serves as a means of connecting with 
the Armenian diaspora. 

The works discussed will be Alisa Sargsyan’s “Autumn Song” for Solo Flute, Garo 
Avessian’s Sonatina for Clarinet and Piano, and Vache Sharafyan’s Sonata for 
Alto Saxophone and Piano. As active composers, they will represent current 
trends in writing for woodwinds. This document includes a brief history of the 
Armenian National Philharmonic Orchestra's development, a discussion of 
duduk playing techniques with Gevorg Dabaghyan, a performance guide for 
methods used in the selected pieces, an interview with the composers, and a 
selected list of 21st-century works for woodwinds by Armenian composers. 
 


