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Renée Murphy, harp 
 

Ballade, L. 70 (1890) ..................................................................... Claude Debussy 
 (1862–1918) 

trans. Murphy 
 

Prelude, from La Damoiselle élue, L. 62 (1887–1888) ................ Claude Debussy 
 trans. Phan 

 
Valse Romantique, L. 71 (1890) ................................................... Claude Debussy 

 trans. Murphy 
 

Reaching for the Drinking Gourd and Stars (2022) ...................... Ryota Ishikawa 
 (b. 1983) 

 
Sonata in F minor, K. 466 (n.d.) .............................................. Domenico Scarlatti 

 (1685–1757) 
 

Sonata in E minor, K. 198 (n.d.) .............................................. Domenico Scarlatti 
 

Un Sospiro, from Trois études de concert, S. 144 (1849) ....................... Franz Liszt 
 (1811–1886) 

trans. Renié 
 

Toccata and Fugue 
in D minor, BWV 565 (1703–1707) .................................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 (1685–1750) 
trans. Brassin 

 
Fantaisie, Op. 12 sur le motifs 
de l’opera Faust de Gounod (n.d.) ................................................... Albert Zabel 

 (1834–1910) 
 



 

 

Program Note | Reaching for the Drinking Gourd and Stars 
This is a large-scale work of over 9 minutes, based on two songs about the stars: 
“Follow the Drinking Gourd” from the U.S. and “Hoshi-Meguri-no-Uta (The Song of 
the Circling Stars)” from Japan.  
The American "Follow the Drinking Gourd" is a song from the Civil War era. People 
fleeing from the South, where slavery remained, to the North, where slavery had 
been abolished, are instructed by their guide to aim for the Big Dipper (=Drinking 
Gourd) as a marker in the northern direction. The melody is profound and deep, 
showing the strong footsteps in pursuit of freedom and the history of hardships they 
have had to bear. From Japan, I chose "Hoshi-Meguri no Uta" by Kenji Miyazawa. 
This song has a gentle tone and simple lyrics that list the names of the stars. 
However, when we think about the ideal world that Kenji Miyazawa was pursuing 
in his works and in his life, it does not seem so far away from what the American 
slaves were looking for. America and Japan are far apart, but the wish for a "more 
wonderful world" remains the same. I wrote this song with that sincere feeling in my 
own way.  
It was commissioned by Renée Murphy, a harpist with both African American and 
Japanese roots, and was composed in 2022 and premiered the following year. 

– Ryota Ishikawa 
 

Harpist Renée Murphy is the First Prize laureate of the 30th Soka-Nippon International 
Harp Competition, the American Harp Society’s National Competition Young 
Professional and Advanced Divisions, and a recipient of the 2024 Lyon & Healy 
Awards. She currently serves as the 2025-2027 American Harp Society Concert Artist 
and received Fifth Prize and the Mario Falcao Prize at the 13th USA International 
Harp Competition.  
As a featured recitalist, Renée has performed on international stages including the 
13th World Harp Congress (Hong Kong), the 60th Soka-Nippon International Music 
Festival (Japan), the Stars of Tomorrow Concert Series of the 9th and 11th USA 
International Harp Competitions, and the American Harp Society's 44th National 
Conference. Renée is an alumna of the Aspen Music Festival and School, where 
she was the 2023-2024 Aspen Chamber Symphony Principal Harp Fellow and winner 
of the 2024 Aspen Harp Concerto Competition. She has performed as a guest soloist 
with the Aspen Percussion Ensemble and has appeared as a guest with the New 
York Philharmonic and on Broadway in Wicked. Renée is committed to expanding 
the harp repertoire and has a particular interest in representing music reflecting her 
Japanese and African American heritage. She premiered Ryota Ishikawa’s 
Reaching for the Drinking Gourd and Stars (2022) for solo harp at the residency of 
Consulate General Mikio Mori of Japan in New York in June 2023.  
Renée is a Master of Music candidate and Kovner Fellow at The Juilliard School, 
where she studies with Nancy Allen. She holds a Bachelor of Music degree from 
Juilliard and was awarded the 2024 John Erskine Commencement Prize in 
recognition of exceptional scholastic and artistic achievement. Renée’s previous 
teachers include Professor Florence Sitruk, Professor Elżbieta Szmyt, and Dr. Alicia 
McQuay. A native of Bloomington, Indiana, she has collaborated with her large, 
musical family in performances and projects across the United States and abroad 
in Japan. Renée is a Salon de Virtuosi Career Grant recipient. 

Ms. Murphy’s appearance is supported in part by the American Harp Society 
Concert Artist Program. 


