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HOIA ONl e arr. Marques L.A. Garrett
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Words of Welcome from Dean John W. Richmond, Ph.D.

Greetings from the College of Music at the University of North Texas on the occasion of
our 2025 A Cappella Choir tour of Austria, Czech Republic and Germany.

| feel certain you will be inspired by our amazing students under the direction of their
giffed leader, Allen Hightower, Professor and Director of Choral Studies. In addition to
Hightower, the choral faculty at the University of North Texas includes Margues L. A.
Garrett (Associate Professor of Choral Studies), Jessica Ndpoles (Professor of Choral
Music Education and President-Elect Designate of the American Choral Directors
Association), Jamey Kelley (Associate Professor of Choral Music Education) and Joshua
Habermann (Instructor of Choral Literature). Warren Henry (Professor & Sr. Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs) and | also have our artistic and academic roots in choral
music education.

We are deeply grateful to the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas (CEFT), which
advanced the creation of the University of North Texas Czech Music Initiative, thereby
making this tour possible. The long-running Initiative is coordinated by Benjamin Graf, UNT
Principal Lecturer of Music Theory. The Czech Republic portion of this four is under the
auspices of the Czech Music Initiative. The choir closes its visit to Europe with concerts in
Germany and where they compete in the invitation-only International Chamber Choir
Competition in Marktoberdorf, Bavaria.

Our collaboration with CEFT promotes the performance of Czech folk music connecting
sfudents and the public to Czech music and culture, inspiring creative and arfistic
endeavors and continues to create unique life-changing opportunities for UNT students,
faculty and staff. Our ties to the Czech people are deep. The Jandcek Academy of
Music and Performing Arts in Brno and the Palacky University in Olomouc are two of the
seven UNT Music Global Partnerships. Our fies fo Germany include music global
partnership with Hochschule fur Musik Wirzburg.

The UNT College of Music continues to lean into its mission, *...to serve our diverse musical
culture with excellence, integrity and imagination.” Please see our most recent award-
winning promotional video, This is Where You Belong.

John W. Richmond, Ph.D.
Professor and Dean
College of Music
University of North Texas
Denton
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Tour Events

Monday, June 2 ¢ 12:45 p.m. * St. Stephen's Cathedral
Vienna, Austria

Tuesday, June 3 ¢ Time TBA « Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul
Brno, Czech Republic

Tuesday June 3 ¢ 6:00 p.m. * Red Church
Brno, Czech Republic

Thursday, June 5 ¢ 2:00 p.m. ¢ St. Nicholas Church
Prague, Czech Republic

Saturday, June 7  8:00 p.m. ¢ St. Anna Church
Waal, Germany

Sunday June 8 ¢ 8:00 p.m. ¢ Christuskirche
FUssen, Germany

Monday June 9 ¢ 10:00 a.m. ¢ Stadtpfarrkirche St. Martin
Kaufbeuren, Germany

Monday June ? ¢ 8:00 pm. ¢ St. Maria Church
Isny, Germany

Wednesday, June 11 ¢ 12:30 p.m. * St. Michael Jesuitenkirche
Munich, Germany

The University of North Texas A Cappella Choir is the premier ensemble of the UNT Choral
Studies program comprised of nine choirs. Since its founding more than 85 years ago,
the A Cappella Choir has had a distinguished history of conductors that include Wilfred
Bain, Frank McKinley, Hal Gibbons, Mel Ivey, Jerry McCoy and Allen Hightower. The A
Cappella Choir frequently performs at regional, national and international conferences
including engagements at the American Choral Directors Association national
conference in Los Angeles, California in 2005; Dallas, Texas in 2013, 2022 and 2025 and in
Chicago, lllinois in 1999. They have performed as well at the clinic/convention of the
Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA) in 2020. TMEA is the largest music education
convention in the United States with nearly 30,000 attendees. They've also performed at
the National Collegiate Choral Organization convention in Cincinnati, Ohio in 2008 and
at international choral festivals in 2012 in Daejeon, South Korea and in 2009 in Taipei. In
1966, the choir participated in a three-month four of Europe under the sponsorship of the
United States Department of State. The Czech Republic portion of this 2025 tour is under
the auspices of the Czech Music Initiative of the University of North Texas funded by the
Czech Educational Foundation of Texas. The choir closes its visit to Europe with concerts
in Germany and where they compete in the invitation only International Chamber Choir
Competition in Marktoberdorf, Bavaria.




A Cappella Choir Personnel

Soprano
Lauren Abell

Sarah Barrow

Julianna Carden
Victoria Cerda

Rachel Cunningham
Kayla Flores

Sara Foshée-Knoy
Emma Garcia

Sorrel McCarthy

Katie Grace Stephenson
Maryn West

Alto

Abi Bahng
Nadia Cloud
Kathryn Davidson
Delia Esparza
Pebbles Guest
Isa Jovanovic
Talitha Murphy
Ris Kemp

Diane Tiscareno
Jade Wesley
Eleanor Williams
Kristina Wueger

Tenor

Matt Carlson

Piero Centurion

Mason Clarkson

James Dickens |l

Marquis Xavier McBride
Robby Napoli

Tyler Warwas

Moisés Ybaben-Burciaga

Bass

Ben Bassett

Michael Binkley

Colin Busch-Kennedy
Isaac Carlin

Ely Eckles

Christopher Gray
Jaden Jackson-Cooper
Joshua LaPrade

Eric Martinez
Demetrius Robinson Jr.
Noah Wyckoff

Division of Conducting and Ensembles | Choral Studies Faculty

Andrew Trachsel
Chair of the Division of
Conducting and Ensembles
Joshua Habermann
Adjunct Instructor, Choral Literature

Jamey Kelley

Associate Professor of Choral
Music Education

Marques L. A. Garrett

Associate Professor of Choral Studies

Allen Hightower
Professor of Choral Studies

Jessica Ndapoles
Professor of Choral Music Education

Choral Studies Graduate Students

Maftt Carlson
Chorale Conductor,
A Cappella Choir
Conducting Associate

J. Christine Le
Camerata Conductor,
University Singers
Conducting Associate

Kathryn Davidson
Camerata Conductor,
Dallas Symphony
Chorus Assistant

Eric Martinez
Concert Choir
Conducting Associate,
Grand Chorus Manager

Dong Hyun Kang

Chorale Conductor,
Conducting Instructor

Robby Napoli
Vox Aquilae
Conducting Associate,
Social Media Manager,
Choral Librarian




Allen Hightower is a seventh generation Texan and resides in McKinney, with his wife Dr.
Kristin Hightower and their two daughters Caroline and Julianne. As the director of choral
studies, Allen leads the master’'s and doctoral programs in choral conducting and
oversees a comprehensive choral program of nine ensembles. Allen serves as the
conductor of the A Cappella Choir and the Grand Chorus, which collaborates annually
with the UNT Symphony Orchestra in performances of major choral-orchestral works.

As a member of UNT's Early Music faculty, he leads the vocal ensemble Vox Aquilae, an
artistic partner of the UNT Baroque Orchestra. Since arriving in 2016, the A Cappella Choir
has performed at the 2020 Texas Music Educators Conference, the 2021 National
Conference of the American Choral Directors Associafion and the 2022 Southwest
Regional Conference of ACDA. Vox Aquilae and the Baroque Orchestra were featured
at the 2022 conference of the National Collegiate Choral Organization.

From 2000-2010, he served as professor of music and director of choral studies at Sam
Houston State University. During his tenure, the SHSU Chorale toured Europe, performed
for the 2007 National Convention of the American Choral Directors Association, the 2010
Southwestern ACDA, and the 2003, 2006, and 2010 conventions of the Texas Music
Educators Association. His public school feaching career included tenures at Klein High
School in Spring, Texas and at Odessa Permian High School, where he led the PHS
Kantorei and Satin Strings in performance at the 1996 TMEA convention.

As a feacher and conductor, he has visited 30 states, Asia and Europe. His students hold
positions of leadership as choral conductors in public schools, colleges and universities,
churches and community choirs throughout the United States.

Prior to his appointment at UNT, Dr. Hightower held the Weston Noble Endowed Chair in
Music at Luther College in Decorah, lowa, where he served as conductor of the Nordic
Choir and artistic director of Christmas at Luther. As Luther’s director of choral activities,
he gave leadership to a choral program that included four conductors, six choirs and
more than 530 singers. Under his direction, the Nordic Choir performed at the 2014 North
Central ACDA, recorded six compact discs, made annual concert tours throughout the
United States and toured Europe on two occasions.

Outside of his work in the academic setting, he has served as director of the Houston
Symphony Chorus and as artistic director of the Houston Masterworks Chorus and
Orchestra, leading an annual concert series of choral-orchestral masterworks. As a
church musician, he has served Baptist, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian
churches in Texas, California and Minnesota. He currently serves on the music and
worship staff of Stonebriar Community Church in Frisco, Texas, and is a past church music
vice-president of the Texas Choral Directors Association. Dr. Hightower has served as an
adjunct professor of conducting af the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth.

As a conducting student of the Texas choral legend Bev Henson, Allen earned his
undergraduate degree in music education and piano from Sam Houston State
University. He went on to earn a master’s degree in choral conducting from the Eastman
School of Music where he was a student of Baroque scholar Alfred Mann, and a master’s
degree in orchestral conducting from Baylor University, where he served as assistant
conductor to Stephen Heyde and pianist to Donald Bailey and the Baylor Chamber
Singers.

Allen earned his doctorate in conducting from the University of California, Los Angeles,
where he served as assistfant conductor to Donald Neuen. He pursued additional
orchestral conducting studies with Jung-Ho Pak at the University of Southern California,
additional choral conducting studies with Joseph Flummerfelt at Westminster Choir
College, and choral-orchestral conducting with Helmuth Rilling at the Oregon Bach
Festival. After winning first prize in the graduate division of the American Choral Directors
Association’s Conducting and Competition in 1997, Allen served as assistant to Paul
Salamunovich, conductor of the Los Angeles Master Chorale.




