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Suspensions (1992) for chamber orchestra playfully explores a variety of opposing
musical ideas. As the work progresses, contrasting musical elements are added one by
one to the composite texture. For example, fast woodwind passages are added to the long
lyric duets that emerge from the introductory measures of the work. Similarly, several
types of percussive articulations and improvisatory gestures appear throughout
Suspensions. The title alludes to the short, lyric duets that are present throughout the
composition. These duets create a sense of suspended animation relative to the otherwise
active musical ideas. Furthermore, these duets contain a number of structures which refer
to traditional musical suspensions—a dissonance in which a note is suspended while the
harmony changes, thus sounding as if it needs to resolve with stepwise motion to a
consonant note. Suspensions plays with the listener's expectations by providing a number
of diverse resolutions for these “dissonant” structures. This composition also explores
the timbrel possibilities of the orchestra by implementing a wide variety of extended
instrumental techniques.

PERFORMANCE NOTES: This is a C score. All instruments sound as written except
for the double basses, which sound an octave lower than the written pitches. Suspensions
is approximately seven minutes in length. In measure 169, the performers should
continue improvising as they were in measure 168 while moving toward the pitches in
measure 170.
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Suspensions
for chamber orchestra

by Jon Christopher Nelson
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Play slightly faster with up to

o® 4 grace notes in each figure.
? gt )i z
_A\ X ]
\.)\I
m
142 P

You may add up to two grace
notes before each repeated

Lo 31m1|1e | note figure.
g | '{,‘: 191 ]
a2
A\SV _hLﬁ‘
Q) J o
122 Mp et YOU may add up to three
simile grace notes at the end of each
N | | crescendo figure.
N P ze
s L D@ rasasasasas »asasrsassssssssssssssssssssd rasasasasas TR
\Q)\I v
142 * o
[a)
Y - y 2 - y 2 - y 2
_ﬁﬁ PN Py Py
ANV
@
142
— | - e
o= 4 e, =
\')\/ = 77777777: I }
142 - ”lf 7777::::7:—:7:*' p
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. .. be——t R
£ = 5 F T
s Y— — I
142 _— mf —— P
Play up to four sul pont.
simile g grace notes and begin to
A | 2® — intersperse pizz. notes.
D) | I A—
142 mp
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Y y 2 y 2 y 2
~— & - P - Py
ANV}
@
142
pizz
1)
e um ¥ 2 - y 2 - 7] I
| IAaY Py Py I N
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§fz
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. X = X = o N
< < L -
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0 i
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4
142 sfz

_47 -



Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Vin. 1

Vin. 2

Via.

Ve.

DB.

be =
N —dg
7 e
\.)\I ~—
‘m, .
145 P simile Gradually accelerate, adding
hd one or two leaps within the
O e g !— repeated note figures.
Y P
D)}
145 mp Gradually accelerate, play
shorter crescendi and add
A single staccato notes.
\J T
6 e T T e A T T T e e e e |2y
& ———
145 #" g
mp
[a)
- - y 2 - y 2 - y 2 - y 2
_ﬁﬁ PN PN P PN
A\SVJ
Y
145 Nervoso Choosing from these notes,
con sord. play non-metric groups of up
A 4 o to three fast staccato notes.
\J ” o
e —= 2
A\SY o ¥
)
145 mp
_qz = y 2 - y 2 - y 2 - y 2
PN e PN PN
145
simile
b!:
o) kg
7 ~———~ o~ D R T #%o
\.)\J —
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—
3 = IVOSO
[a) = o Y
N = y 2 - y 2 y X0 k1" i } ) 7] L'“ py —
_A\ PN PN PN AT | 4 I vV @
ANV Y J P
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—3 _be
arco =
) o Vi
e = y 2 - y 2 y X T | 7] - y 2
| AaY Py Py Py L 1 PN
1) < 12 <
4
145 =
Y/
arcc)'/ 2
. s = s = 1oV o = X
Py Py Py bl i T PN
< < pe <
145 S —3 -
arco
A
0 o
X = —= r—r = = z
145 ﬁ
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simile

b

Begin a gradual accelerando

A through measure 169.
\J A
> 7
_\AJU - .:_.
154 mf
Begin a gradual accelerando
A simile through measure 169.
g U
A\\SV dﬁ L
) o
154
m
f — Begin a gradual accelerando
n simile I through measure 169.
\J
y E— —F
5 =T
154 mff ﬂ E o
Choosing from these notes,
play non-metric patterns
consisting of a crescendo
n con sord. slurred to a staccato note.
\J
s .
ANV =
% ==
ﬁ o
-
[a) | |
— ] X
I /o = y
\')\/ — ————— —
e, mp I——_ S PP
la) 2- - L 2-
—6): y 2
<
15 TP e —— PP
S‘m‘li Intersperse sul pont. double
= stops in addition to the grace
A l, Elg. notes and pizz.
7 fe
\')\J T o ]
154 mf
Play more snap pizz. and
f simiLlle accelerate slightly.
A\SV d; .
PI) -
154 nf
1)
e um v 2 - ¥ 2 y 2
| IAaY PN Py PN
Hle) AN AN AY
154
154
X = x = z z
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Agitato

Play repeated pizz. notes and
single snap pizzicati.

PLZ; I?O
o

Tt

mf =

Agitato pizz.,|

Choosing from these notes,
play isolated pizzicati or
occasional snap pizzicati in
non-metric patterns.

3
)

| A

e

Espressivo

=
T
T

mp

Espressivo

o
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oine

Flutter tongue and play more
repeated staccato notes in

A P o addition to the fast grace notes.
g -] — e ~
7S i —
\.)\I
160 mf
simile
N by ®
\J ? el
s s e
\Q)\I L #'
160 g' id
A simile
a . ~ ~ e o~
Y )
\Q)\I JJ..
160 ™
Gradually accelerate, play
o shorter crescendi and add
[a) simile sinele staccato notes
i 4 Py 4
7S )
A\SVJ 'y
D) =
160 > Choosing from these notes,
Agitato play staccato repeated note
m, atterns con sofd.
O ﬁ o e P
7S e
A\SVJ L iy
) foot®
160 Ao
gitato )
senza sord. e, mf
= 3 -
10X ]
160 Choosing from these notes,
mf play staccato repeated note
patterns con sord.
o Play only fast, repeated sul
- pont. double stops and
A b —e pizzicati.
i 4 t '=
\')\J — e
160 mf’
. I Play fast, non-metric C.L.
A f‘glt.ato battuto, pizz., and snap pizz.
\J IH =T
S s e
\')\I f ﬁ.
y A g
160 mf F id
Agitzﬁ) Play fast, non-metric C.L.
P battuto, pizz., and snap pizz.
) Y
124 ~= ~= ol o s Do ~
el
[
160
mf
B TR = S S
} } } }
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D T o®
0} —f
164 f‘
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Z T E
\Q)u L‘n: i
164
- Flutter tongue in addition to
O Agitato the fast, non-metric gestures.
i ~ —— T
\Q)\I e b:
164 I";
Agitat
A gitato
- ®
7S o &
\')\J =~ ll}‘_=_
164 I";
, f ‘:;
a o
_A\ I
\')\I IrV\: -
164
bet
‘ ) V= f
. AN -~ AN e "
Fot
164
3
-
A 3
i 4 Y
EG] =
D)} A |
164 f‘
5 —
£ T E
\')\/ ILV‘II; ®
164 ,f
Agitato
-
o— @
) be
| |74 | L
| AaY b
el e o
164 f
Agitato Choosing fro_m these notes,
play non-metric pizz. and snap
o‘ﬂf pizz. Lo
—): = i = T
| e Fot
164 PPP mf "ﬁ P Choosing from these notes, f b
A = e play non-metric pizz. and snap P Only play C.L. battuto and
2 = pizz. — g snap pizz.
. ———feeeveeeeeeeeer ~—Ze-
Agitato
164 PPP =
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Strepitoso n
~ . ~ 10"
% 3 10" 2z 15"
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7 T 9 )
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o £
N o ® —|— &
\J T f 0]
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) [ g —
Yor S S
r—1 Strepitoso
N | @
\J ~ y | P 10X ]
Cl. 1?5——-—b1 Do -
) o & @ — S
167 g'b; b‘; I
Strepitoso Flutter tongues and
A - mouthpiece slaps.
i 4 ) | 7
H. | e =
A\SVJ N Py -
) %9 e
w6 S \7; - I"
_lztter tongues and 'ﬁ- Strepitoso|
) . hd mofithpiece slaps. IU.'
w | :
) o® p—
167 i Strepitoso I”;
T —TTutter tongues and -
i? o mouthpiece slaps. = Jf
Ton. |, ——
[
avi Nia —
Strepitoso
2
% *
hay '5 Only play C.L. battuto and
o ‘? F) ._' snap pizz.
Vin. 1 —\ﬁ\\j— e e
3] —
167 f‘ ﬁ -
Only play C.L. battuto and Stregtoso
A o ® snap pizz. :|_ -
v T . 10X ]
Vin. 2 —1?§—°°-4&0—ﬁ71 -
o ”° —
o7 S Strepitoso S -
b i Only play C.L. battuto and
L) b' "_— snap pizz.
v o °
Via. to
el ! I[). I P
167 ltf
f I7 Only play C.L. battuto and Strepitosq
D e snap pizz.
Ve. B e e - =
[ - — E—
167 “ I7 - Strepitos e -
Vi sz o2 I
—® — :F)o
DB. o) —— — T3
167 F Jf —
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10"

a tempo J =128

I)se(ﬁo Play staccato repeated notes
X 3 .
H -t o ag{askaspssible
7S
DR
170 —_—
I;e(io Play staccato repeated notes
X 3 .
n - as fast as possible
J S -
s
\Q)\I ——————
170 m——————
I)S‘e-C:O Play staccato repeated notes
N P as fast as possible
Y e AN o
s
\Q)\I
170 ”lf I —
secco Play staccato repeated notes
as fast as possible.
- y 2 - y 2
PN PN
\.)\J
170 ”lf e —
I)S:C;O Play staccato repeated notes
O aa >y as fast as possible.
6“ - y 2 - y 2
PN PN
\')\I
170 mfﬁf —
HO):— y 2 = y 2 = y 2
PN PN e
170
I)SCCCO Play repeated C.L. battuto argl(; I)
- ; or
pas] 722 | nocsasfustaspossible he® o2 o2 o2 be2 o2 e2 of
i 4 - =1 1 |l 1 = 1 =1 1 =1 1 =TI 1 =T 1 =1 1
— —_— e e o
\.)\J
) ————— m
170 mf,,,ffff——fff***:‘ P
secco Play repeated pizz. notes as arco
o _|be2  |istaposive e ber o2 o2 o2
IV Bea.d - =T 1 = 1 1 | el 1 =1 1 |l 1 =
) e
\')\I
y —_—— m
170 mf,, e P
ESCCCO Play repeated C.L. battuto arfi
A o® notes as fast as possible. orlhe & o2 o
17 J = =TI 1 |l | 1 =1
%) _—
\.)\J
o mf mp
Play C.L. battuto repeated
A secco | notes as fast as possible.
{7 -
_A‘ I |
\!)U
170 Illf I —
- Play C.L. battuto repeated
N secco notes as fast as possible.
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e = e e e e e e

phe2 o2 o2 o2 e o2 o2 o2 pe2 o2 o2 o2
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Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns
that gradually expand registrally and

l? diminuendo from measure 180-186.

p el o2 o2 o2 (S S S S S
g = 1 1 = 1 1 = 1 1 = 1 1 T 1 1 T 1 1 T 1 1 T 1 1

A e e
o f Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns
179 R — that gradually expand registrally and

diminuendo from measure_180-186.

hl’f%‘f%‘f%‘f%;T-\T?\T\\T\\

v ek ® ®
b | e
o

Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns
that gradually expand registrally and
diminuen?o from meagure 180-1 8?.
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Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns
that gradually expand registrally and

diminugndo from measure 180-186.
p a2 a2 o2 o2 O il £
i 4 = 1 1 = 1 1 = 1 1 = 1 1 T 1 1 T 1 T 1 1 T 1 1
e = =
Y S
179 e — Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns

that gradually expand registrally and
diminuendo from measure 180-186.
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179 —_— f Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns
that gradually expand registrally and
diminuendo from measure 180-186.
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Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns

that gradually expand registrally and

diminuendo from measure 180-186.
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Improvise steady sixteenth note patterns
that gradually expand registrally and
= diminuendo from measure 180-186.
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