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On the Porch—Denton, Texas
by Martha Elizabeth

Let us live the slow way,

watching the light

while the rail-posts shadow us

with lengthening stripes.

The hours have their own momentum, a pace
logical as cloth.

Fossils from a local creek,

and stones from travels, unpolished.
Cowskull, cholla skeleton.

An oak stump, partly hollow,

where a glass leaves rings.

No more movement than to lift a wet glass.
Skin glossed with sweat.

Cool shininess

like a mirror glancing back at the sun.

Let us turn the rule of time
to pleasure, the hours
measured by design,
tailored for fulness.

Taillights blaze and dim

on the west horizon avenue.

A wasp returns to the stump and enters it,
filling the hole where the heart was,
making itself at home.

—199%4

On the Porch—Denton, Texas is reprinted from Texas in Poetry: A 150 Year
Anthology by permission of Martha Elizabeth and the Center for Texas Studies at
the University of North Texas.



Performance Notes

noteheads marked with x= forced whisper

noteheads marked with Y7 or ¥=lowest possible pitch

noteheads marked with A or A = highest possible pitch

parenthetical syllables provide a pronunciation reference and are not sung



On the Porch

by Jon Christopher Nelson

poem by Martha Elizabeth

dur. c. 13:00
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